In past years the EU allocated a huge amount of funding to Kosovo in order to help it achieve European standards. Does the ongoing global economic crisis aff ect the capacity of the EU's fi nancial instruments to satisfy Kosovo's economic and social needs?
I don't think that the current fi nancial crisis is aff ecting the allocation of fi nancing to Kosovo. Th e allocation for Kosovo is, all-in-all, quite generous. You may remember that there was a Donors' Conference in June-July 2008, where the Commission pledged above 500 million Euros in the trienniumand most of this money has now been mobilized and committed-so there is a long-term envelope which is there. What I expect for the next three years -we will know soon what the new envelope is -is not the same level of money after the Donors' Conference, but that the standard intervention for the EU is maintained; which means, in terms of IPA 1 funding -the IPA national envelope-something to the order of 60 million per year. On top of that, you might have some money coming out of the multibenefi ciary envelopes -some money for budget support -but the assistance envelope should be around 60 million per year. In terms of aff ecting our work, marginally yes, in the sense that in our work -since we report fundamentally to 27 member states, fi ve of which have not recognized Kosovo -we need to fi nd a way of implementing most of our assistance and undertaking most of our activity in a framework where all member states agree on our action. I think so far, however, we haven't received any particular criticism from our member states, and I think in terms of our relationship with the other countries, this situation has strengthened the hand of the Commission. I think the Commission is perceived by many countries as an honest broker in many of these circumstances. Th is has given us the capacity to continue operating in the northern part of Kosovo, for instance, without any problems so far talking to diff erent interlocutors.
On January 1, 2010, Spain assumed the EU leadership. Will the Spanish Presidency aff ect the European Commission's policy in Kosovo, given that Spain does not recognize Kosovo as a state?
No, I think this is not the case. Normally the Presidency needs to convey the position of 27 member states. Th is doesn't particularly change the situation on the ground. Th ere is no direct diplomatic representation of Spain, and the six-month Presidency duties have been assumed by Belgium. With the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty, as you know, there has been a certain number of coordination tasks that are going to be assumed by the European Commission, and we have started to work to this extent in Priština already.
